338
EDGAR ALLAN POIS.
and with no attraction except wealth. It cannot have escaped attention that Poe uniformly attributed his ill-success in the world solely to his poverty j in later years especially this liad become so settled a conviction in his mind that in his letters to " Annie," "I must get rich, get rich," is a refrain so constant as to seem the purpose he had most at heart ; he needed money to secure his shattered health against the necessities of hard lahor for a support precarious at best, and especially to establish the " Stylus," the scheme he pursued as a phantom. Mrs, Clemm believed that his motive •was to provide a home and friends for herself. To her Mrs. Whitman wrote, "I think I can understand all the motives that influenced Edgar iu thoso last days and can see how the desire to provide a home and friends for you, swayed him in all" 1 His engagement to Mrs, Shelton was commonly .tallied of, and is said to have been mentioned in the papers, greatly to his displeasure; and although Mrs. Shelton has denied that a formal agreement existed, and acknowledges only a partial understanding, she began a correspondence with Mrs. Clemm first letter 2 of which is not to be explained on' oliher theory than that she meant to marry Poe. The most authentic indication of the actual state of is Poe's letter to Mrs. Clemm, September
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